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Highlights 
 
I have over six years of experience teaching diverse student populations including first-generation college 
students, international students, and undergraduate students in STEM fields and music performance. This 
experience reflects a range of institutions including a research university, a large state school, and a bilingual 
primary school in Honduras. My teaching interests and areas of expertise are in food writing and rhetoric, 
professional and technical communication, identity and social privilege, creative writing, college composition, 
developmental writing, and ESL writing. 
 

Pedagogical Orientation 
 
Educational values 

• Encouraging student curiosity and inquiry 
• Attending to student individuality while 

building classroom community  
• Emboldening students’ ownership of their 

own learning  
• Sharing vulnerability in the uncomfortable 

yet transformative process of education 
 

I help students: 
• Develop critical reading and thinking 

abilities  
• Assess a rhetorical situation through 

attention to audience, purpose, and context 
• Attend to how genres shape readers’ 

expectations and writers’ choices 
 
 

Pedagogical Training 
 
Graduate Coursework 
Humanities Teaching Careers at Community Colleges (CWRU)                                  Fall 2019 
Creative Writing Pedagogy (CWRU)                             Fall 2017 
Technical and Professional Writing (CWRU)                                                                    Fall 2016 
Pedagogy and Difference (UNL)                                                                                   Spring 2016 
Place-Conscious Teaching (UNL)                                                                                      Fall 2015 
Composition Theory and Practice (UNL)                                                                      Fall 2015 
Community Literacies (UNL)                                                                                     Summer 2015 
Rhetoric of the Essay (UNL)                                   Spring 2015 
 
English Department Pedagogy Seminars & University Workshops 
Dual Delivery Summer Camp (CWRU)                     Summer 2020 
SAGES Pedagogy Series (CWRU)                Fall 2018, Spring 2019 
English Pedagogy Seminar Series (CWRU)              Fall 2016 
 



 
 

 
 

Teaching Experience 
 
Professional & Technical Writing 
Professional Communication for Engineers (CWRU)                    Fall 2020; Fall 2021 
 
Writing Intensive Seminars 
What We Talk About When We Talk About Food (CWRU)                Spring 2019, Summer 2019 
 
Creative Writing Courses 
Introduction to Creative Writing (CWRU)                          Fall 2018, Spring 2020 
 
Composition Courses 
Expository Writing (CWRU)                                Fall 2017, Spring 2018
Emerging Writers Studio (CWRU)        Summer 2017 
Writing and Inquiry (UNL)                                                                           Fall 2015, Spring 2016 
 

Student Evaluation Overview 
 
Course Rating of 

Course 
Rating of 
Instructor 

Course 
Atmosphere** 

Critical Thinking*** 

Professional Communication for 
Engineers (Fall 2020) 6 evaluations 
received 

4.4 4.67 4.8 4.25 

Introduction to Creative Writing 
(Spring 2020) 10 evaluations received 

4.7 4.8 5 4.2 

SAGES: What We Talk About When 
We Talk About Food (Summer 2019) 
6 evaluations received 

4.5 4.67 5 4.83 

SAGES: What We Talk About When 
We Talk About Food (Spring 2019) 
13 evaluations received 

3.08 3.46 4.86 4.36 

Introduction to Creative Writing 
(Fall 2018) 8 evaluations received 

4 4.2 4.88 3.88 

Expository Writing (Spring 2018) 5 
evaluations received 

2.75 3.6 4.6 3.4 

Expository Writing (Fall 2017) 5 
evaluations received 

3 3.6 4.2 3.2 

Emerging Writers Studio (Summer 
2017) 11 evaluations received 

4.36 4.73 4.64 4.82 

*Mean scores: 1=Strongly Disagree/Poor, 5=Strongly Agree/Excellent 
** Evaluation question: The course is conducted in an atmosphere of mutual tolerance, courtesy, and respect. 
*** Evaluation question: The course stimulates critical thinking. 
 

Sample Student Comments 
 



 

 
 

“Amazing instructor, very helpful feedback, very supportive. I felt extremely comfortable going to her if I had a 
course-related problem.” [Fall 2020] 
 
“The instructor was extremely helpful in developing communications skills that help to express technical 
concepts.” [Fall 2020] 
 
“Brita's communication of our goals was very clear and thorough. Her expectations of us, even when they 
changed due to COVID-19, were communicated effectively and in a timely manner. This was one of the few 
classes of mine that had a significant plan for remote learning. Brita's dedication to giving us a good and 
moreover FAIR learning environment throughout all of this has been incredibly helpful. I also like the way she 
commands the class. Her tone is always respectful, and she maintains open dialogue and gently encourages 
students to lean into discomfort with their writing.” [Spring 2020] 
 
“I LOVE BRITA. She is a great teacher, and made creative writing engaging and fun, even for people like me 
who have literally never written creatively before. Because of this class and Brita's guidance, I write poetry on 
my own now, and feel a lot freer with my thoughts than I did before.” [Spring 2020] 
 
“The instructor was very clear with directions and goals of the class. She was very prepared for each class, 
including a schedule of what we are going to do in each class period. Also, she provides effective feedback that 
helps students with their writing.” [Summer 2019] 
 
“The class discussions were always interesting, and Brita did a good job to keep student-led discussions moving 
when we started to falter. She also very clearly walked us through all of the requirements for every assignment, 
clearly communicating her expectations of us.” [Spring 2019] 
 
“Brita was very approachable as an instructor, set reasonable goals and communicated clearly.” [Fall 2018]  
 
“Ms. Thielen is very patient and creative.” [Spring 2018] 
 
“Ms. Thielen's goals were always clear, and all of the content was relevant and helpful to our learning. Her 
structuring of the class worked very well and flowed from one area of writing to the next.” [Fall 2017] 
 
“Brita Thielen has the potential to be an amazing professor. You can tell she is really dedicated in teaching, and 
she really cares for her students. I feel that she makes herself relatable to the students because she is still a 
student. And also love the amount of feedback she gives on my papers. It really shows how invested she was in 
my writing, and it allowed me to be able to improve.” [Summer 2017] 


